
 
AGENDA  

Committee on General Services 
Tuesday, May 6, 2014 @ 3:30 p.m. 

10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 
 
Councilmember Jessica Yorko, Chair 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Vice Chair 
Councilmember Jody Washington, Member 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Approval of Minutes: 

 April 1, 2014 

 April 21, 2014 
 

3. Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 

4. Discussion/Action: 
A.) RESOLUTION – Claim Denial Appeal; #1070; Dianne Clark, 921 W 

Lenawee 
 

B.) RESOLUTION - Request for recognition of Non-Profit Status in the City of 
Lansing from Turning Point of Lansing 

 
C.) RESOLUTION – Application for Small Distillers License for American Fifth 

Spirits Co., 112 N Larch 
 
D.) RESOLUTION – Request for Community Funding P.E.E.R.S. (Annual 

Juneteenth Celebration) 
 
E.) RESOLUTION -Public Art 
 

5. Review and Place on File: 

 Application for Transfer stock interest n 2013 SDM Licensed Corporation, 
Ren Inc., 1700 S Washington 

 Notice of denial of transfer stock interest for Raveneet, Inc., 4013 Aurelius 
 

6. Pending  

 Landlord Licensing 
 

7. Adjourn 
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MINUTES 

Committee on General Services 
Tuesday, April 1, 2014 – 3:30 p.m. 

10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting called to order at 3:31 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Councilmember Jessica Yorko, Chair 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Vice Chair 
Councilmember Jody Washington, Member  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Billie O’Berry, Law- arrived at 3:45 p.m. 
Scott Sanford, Code Compliance 
Cristine Chavez, Resident 
Debbie Mikula, Arts Council 
Debbie Headley, Resident 
Chance Boyd, Resident 
Stephany Boyd, Resident 
Todd Dowrick, Resident 
Matt Jason, Sleepwalker Spirits and Ale, Inc. 
Joan Nelson, Resident 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WASHINGTON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF MARCH 
4, 2014 WITH THE CORRECTION TO PAGE 4, 4TH PARAGRAPH “JOAN” NELSON.  
MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
No City Attorney present at the start of the meeting, so an amendment to the agenda to 
address agenda items 6. “Review and Place on File”. 
 
Committee reviewed and Placed on file the following: 
 
A.) Downtown Lansing Inc.2012/2013 Annual Report 
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Councilmember Yorko stated to the Committee that the DDA representatives were not able to 
attend the meeting, however are available to answer any questions the Committee would like 
to forward to them. 
 
No questions. 
  
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO REVIEW AND PLACE ON FILE.  MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0. 
 
B.) Outdoor Service ; Liquor License Request ID# 716734, applicant Mid Michigan Sports 

Turf, LLC; Transfer ownership of escrowed 2013 Tavern and SDM, with Sunday Sales 
Permit (AM) from Travelers Club, INc. transfer location from 2138 Hamilton, Okemos to 
5801 Aurelius, Lansing; transfer Governmental Unit from Meridian Township to Lansing 
City; and request new Sunday Sales Permit (PM), Outdoor Service (1 Area) and Bar 
Permit for a total of (2) bars. 

 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO REVIEW AND PLACE ON FILE. MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0. 
 
C.) Request ID# 714365 – Michigan Liquor Control Commission; Cancellation of Application 

601 W Saginaw 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO REVIEW AND PLACE ON FILE.  MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0. 
 
D.) Request ID# 721376; Michigan Liquor Control Commission; Transfer Ownership and 

location of SDD & SDM Licenses, Lansing Corner Market LLC, 200 S. Martin Luther King 
Jr.Blvd. 

 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO REVIEW AND PLACE ON FILE.  MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0. 
 
E.) Request ID#719880, Michigan Liquor Control Commission; Transfer Ownership of SDD 

& SDM Licenses, WNMK, Inc. 618 E Kalamazoo Street 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO REVIEW AND PLACE ON FILE.  MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0. 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION 
 
Resolution – Request for recognition of Non-Profit Status in the City of Lansing from Turning 
Point of Lansing 
There was no representation from the Applicant.  Council Staff will contact the applicants, and 
reschedule on the May 6, 2014 Committee on General Services agenda. 
 
Resolution – Request for recognition of Non-Profit Status in the City of Lansing from 
Handicapper Advocacy Alliance, Inc. 
No representation from the applicant, Council Staff will contact the applicants, and reschedule 
on the May 6, 2014 Committee on General Services agenda. 
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Claim Denial Appeal; #1051; Cristina Chavez, 2431 Webster 
Mr. Sanford outlined the claim, notice dates, referenced photos, and notes documenting where 
the contractor was forced off the site and the Police were called in.  The violations consisted of 
brush, lumber and debris. 
 
Ms. O’Berry confirmed the claimant had not come to the Claims Review Committee. 
 
Ms. Chavez stated she received the notice in October, got an extension, and began working 
on the brush but just was not able to complete it. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO DENY CLAIM DENIAL APPEAL #1051; 2431 
WEBSTER; CRISTINA CHAVEZ IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,209.00 MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Councilmember Yorko informed applicant the request will be on the Council agenda on April 
7th for final vote.  
 
Ms. Chavez stated her frustration with the system. 
 
Committee Chair Yorko passed the gavel to Committee Vice Chair Wood at 4:02 p.m. and 
stepped away from the meeting. 
 
Claim  Appeal; #1039; Todd Dowrick, 622 Shepard 
Mr. Sanford outlined the dates of citation in 2013 and recheck dates, with the contractor 
arriving on October 8, 2013.  There were notes on a confrontation with the occupants and the 
contractor; therefore the Police were called in.  Code Compliance believes the issues are civil 
issues between the owner and tenant on the violations.   Section 302 of the City Code cites 
that additional debris found on site the day of clean up can be removed without notice. 
 
Ms. O’Berry stated the applicant did come to the Claims Review Committee at which, the 
Committee agreed to waive the administration fee. 
 
Mr. Dowrick stated the occupants were long term tenants, and the notice received mentioned 
paper, glass, cardboard debris.  Details on a fallen tree after the initial visit was given along 
with details other objects on the property including a mattress and basketball hoop. 
 
Councilmember Yorko returned to the meeting at 4:08 p.m. 
 
Mr. Dowrick spoke in opposition to Section 302 where items can be removed, that are not 
listed in the citation, then a fee can be assessed.  Mr. Dowrick then cited two other addresses 
in the City, 702 W Willow and 110 Smith where notices cited brush and limbs separately.  Mr. 
Dowrick did admit there is a clause in the lease that allows him to charge the tenants. 
 
Ms. O’Berry detailed Section 302 of the Code allowing clean up if there are violations different 
than the original citation. 
 
Councilmember Wood update Councilmember Yorko that the Claims Review Committee had 
waived the administration fee. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WASHINGTON TO DENY CLAIM DENIAL APPEAL 
#1039; 622 SHEPARD, TODD DOWRICK IN THE AMOUNT OF $856.00.  MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Committee Vice Chair Wood passed the gavel back to Committee Chair Yorko. 
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Claim Denial Appeal; #1058; Debbie Headley; 2419 Greenbelt 
Mr. Sanford stated the violation was for grass mowing, beginning in June 2013.  
 
Ms. Headley stated that she lost the home in 2008, but then was involved in a class action suit 
against the mortgage company for escrow funds, and when was awarded the escrow funds, it 
appears she was also awarded the home back.   Ms. Headley was not made aware of 
receiving the home back until January 2014. 
 
It was clarified to Ms. Headley that violations are on the taxes, go against the real property, 
and therefore run with the property to whoever owns. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO DENY CLAIM DENIAL APPEAL #1058; 2419 
GREENBELT; DEBBIE HEADLEY IN THE AMOUNT OF $330.00 AND ENCOURAGE 
CLAIMANT TO PURSUE THE CLAIM WITH THE MORTGAGE COMPANY.  MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0.   
 
Claim Denial Appeal; #1066; Lori Hernandez; 1134 S. Holmes Rd. 
Claimant was not present.  Council Office Manager confirmed claimant was notified March 20, 
2014, at which point stated she would attend. 
 
Mr. Sanford outlined the code violations.  Ms. O’Berry confirmed the claimant had appealed to 
the Claims Review Committee. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO DENY THE CLAIM DENIAL APPEAL  #1066; 
1134 S HOLMES; Lori Hernandez in the amount of $800.00  MOTION CARRIED  3-0. 
 
Resolution – Microbrewer License for Sleepwalker Liquor and Ale, Inc., 1629 Kalamazoo 
It was noted that the applicant is Sleepwalker Spirits and Ale, Inc. 
 
Mr. Jason outlined the proposed hours of operation 2-3 days a week, 3pm – 7pm, take out. 
 
Ms. Nelson stated that 200 sq ft of the current market place kitchen will be used for the 
fermentation room, and Mr. Jason will be renting the kitchen for the processing of the 
beverage.   
 
Councilmember Washington acknowledged the applicants for keeping the Ward 
Councilmember updated as things can together, and the constituents in the area are in 
support. 
 
Councilmember Wood asked if the applicants are taking the serve safe classes with Michigan 
Beverage Association.  Mr. Jason confirmed, and stated all employees will also, and stated his 
belief that the classes are a requirement of their insurance.  Mr. Jason stated that the State 
will also require the classes before final approval. 
 
The group discussed the establishment of the address, 1629-02 E. Kalamazoo. 
 
Council Staff directed to contact the City Assessor to determine taxes, due to a non-profit can 
not have a liquor license. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO COUNCIL 
FOR THE MICROBREWER LICENSE FOR SLEEPWALKER SPIRITS AND ALE, INC. AT 
1629-02 E. KALAMAZOO.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
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Councilmember Yorko spoke briefly about Landlord Licensing discussions from the last 
Committee meeting on March 4, 2014.  Ms. O’Berry did not have any updates. 
 
Mr. Boyd asked the Committee to consider adopting the same ordinances as East Lansing for 
rental regulating and licensing. 
 
Councilmember Wood stated that City Attorney research in the past was that the City of 
Lansing could not because of State Statue, if there is less than 100,000 you can, and if you 
have more than 100,000 you can’t.  Councilmember Yorko asked the City Attorney to continue 
on the research as to what laws have changed since the first Attorney opinion.  
Councilmember Wood stated that Law was to work with Code Compliance in the past to 
incorporate a program. 
 
Mr. Sanford stated that rental registration violations are sent out monthly, based on cross 
matching from the old system back to 2007 and the current system.  In March 274 violation 
notices were sent out.  The department also does daily investigations, homestead 
verifications, and working with BWL and Consumers Energy. 
 
Councilmember Yorko asked that the Attorney office report at the next meeting in May. 
 
Resolution – Set a Public Hearing – Ordinance on Public Art 
 
Ms. O’Berry stated she had reviewed the information, with one main issue being the financial 
aspect of setting aside of 3% of capital improvement projects, and it needs to be set up as a 
non-profit. 
 
The Committee held discussions on the funds and the $30,000 the LEAP has available for 
public art, that is not City money, but from their general fund. 
 
Ms. Mikula acknowledged her participation as a research guide to the City, and exampled 
presented to the Committee were guidelines, examples and scenarios. 
 
The Committee agreed to start with something simple, recognizing and establishing a 
Commission that is made up similar to other boards.   
 
Councilmember Yorko stated when making contact with LEAP to attend she was informed 
they have a standing meeting at the same time and not able to attend. 
 
Councilmember Wood asked Ms. O’Berry to research if the City did the minimum, which would 
be to develop an Arts Commission, can it be similar to other Commissions, and can they sign 
legal documents on behalf of the City for those approvals.  If it is not possible, then the 
Committee can look at other avenues for public art. 
 
Council staff will contact LEAP and set up a meeting in April to meet with the Committee. 
 
 
Adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
Submitted by, 
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary  
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on___________________. 
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MINUTES 

Committee on General Services 
Monday, April 21, 2014 – 4:30 p.m. 

10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting called to order at 4:32 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Councilmember Jessica Yorko, Chair 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Vice Chair 
Councilmember Jody Washington, Member  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Debbie Mikula, Lansing Arts 
Kellie Blackwell, CACIL 
Roger Bonney, Night Magic Displays 
Sean Conn, Big Fireworks 
Sara Graham, LEAP 
Don Kulhanek, City Attorney 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION 
 
RESOLUTION - Requests for recognition of Non-Profit Status in the City of Lansing from 
Handicapper Advocacy Alliance, Inc. 
 
Ms. Blackwell informed the Committee that Handicapper Advocacy Alliance, Inc. has a 501c3, 
and the request in front of them is for a charitable gaming license for their upcoming annual 
dinner fundraiser for a raffle.   
 
Councilmember Wood asked the City Attorney if there is a Dissolution Clause verified in the 
documents, and if it meets all other requirements from legal.  Mr. Kulhanek confirmed the 
Dissolution Clause on page 2, 1.042, and confirmed all other requirements were met. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR 
RECOGNITION OF NON-PROFIT STATUS IN THE CITY OF LANSING FOR HANDICAPPER 
ADVOCACY ALLIANCE, INC.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
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Policy/Ordinance on Public Art 
 
The Committee reviewed the handouts from previous meetings, and Councilmember Yorko 
asked the other Committee members for thoughts and opinions. 
 
Councilmember Washington asked for a reminder on what the 1% amount requested was 
from the Capital Improvement funds.  Councilmember Wood confirmed $100,000. 
 
Councilmember Wood asked if there is a policy or an ordinance needed, and stated her 
opinion that starting with a basic ordinance, create a board and no designated percentage of a 
dollar amount given is something to consider.  The group has options under the Human 
Relation Community Service Dollars to apply for money for fundraisers, etc.  There is an 
understanding of the appeal for $30,000 in grant dollars, but there was no justification in giving 
1% when other areas of the budget have been eliminated or downsized. 
 
Councilmember Yorko asked Ms. Graham to update the Committee on the DeWitt Townships 
Policy and Procedure.  Ms. Graham distributed DeWitt Charter Township, MI Policy P2012-3.  
Ms. Graham stated that even if a non-profit is handling the process, the City has to instigate 
the application and in the end be the responsible party.  LEAP will pay the City the grant 
dollars, and the City will manage the maintenance, because there is always the uncertainty of 
a non-profit dissolving in the future. 
 
Councilmember Wood confirmed that the City has been the financial agent on other grant 
applications, no matter what group was involved, working with that group. 
 
Ms. Graham stated that LEAP looks for a policy that outlines what/who covers maintenance, 
liability, installation, cost, permitting, and can all be identified in the guidelines of the policy.  A 
community has never been refused due to lack of detail, but they want a policy in writing to 
address the public art pieces. 
 
Councilmember Yorko outlined the items listed in the DeWitt Township Policy, including 
purpose, goals, public art covered, public art committee, art selection process, general 
guidelines, and funding.  Councilmember Yorko stated the City of Lansing policy could 
incorporate a category of creating a committee/ad-hoc for specific art pieces.  Councilmember 
Wood stated it could be created similar to a Resolution that would be adopted, and then the 
resolution would be looked at by administration when apply for grants, and evaluating the art. 
 
Ms. Mikula stated the path of direction she was given when meeting with Bob Rose, and Chad 
Gamble in Administration. The direction was to put a Commission in place.   
 
Councilmember Wood encouraged a policy, and when something comes forward an Ad-Hoc 
Committee can be formed of interested parties for the issue at the time. 
 
Councilmember Washington spoke in support of the policy, but not in setting aside Capital 
Improvement funds. There could be the potential to combine the Arts Board with another 
Board already established. 
 
Ms. Mikula informed the Committee of the interested parties that have contacted her office 
since it was released to the Media that there was work on the Public Art Board. 
 
Mr. Kulhanek confirmed that a policy can be done by resolution.  
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Councilmember Wood agreed to have the City Attorney’s office work on a policy, later in the 
process a Commission can be formed by ordinance, at which point there would be a public 
hearing for public input.  Creating a policy now would keep the progress moving on allowing 
groups to apply for grants. 
 
Ms. Mikula stated the next grant deadline is November, and the Committee would still be 
successful without a funding incorporated. 
 
The Committee consensus was to use the DeWitt Charter Township Policy as a template, and 
creating a resolution. 
 
Ms. Mikula gave examples of communities, such as Chelsea, where the community help 
create the art work with working with the artist after design and collaboration.  The strong 
neighborhood associations in Lansing could become involved. 
 
Councilmember Yorko referenced a brochure she can provide regarding “Best Practices of 
Public Art”.  
 
Council staff provided the Committee and Mr. Kulhanek copies of the DeWitt Charter 
Township Policy.  It was requested that the City Attorney office work on a draft policy for the 
next Committee meeting on May 6. 2014. 
 
RESOLUTION –Fireworks Display by Sean Conn/Brian Klapper of Big Fireworks at Adado 
Riverfront Park on May 3, 2014 
 
Mr. Conn informed the Committee that it was the 3rd year of their product demonstration, 
drawing about 1,000 people (majority wholesale customers), and it would be complete by 
10:00 p.m. on May 3, 2014. 
 
Councilmember Wood asked that the customers that attend the demonstration be provided 
with a copy of the City Ordinance on Fireworks.  Mr. Conn agreed to provide it as part of their 
handouts. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR THE 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY AT ADADO RIVERFRONT PARK ON MAY 3, 2014.  MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0. 
 
RESOLUTION –Fireworks Display by Lansing Lugnuts/Roger Bonney at Cooley Law School 
Stadium at 505 E Michigan Avenue on various dates 
 
Mr. Bonney confirmed for the Committee that the fireworks proposed are similar to ones that 
have been performed in the past. 
 
Councilmember Yorko referenced the application for the City Attorney, noting there was no 
applicant signature.  Mr. Kulhanek questioned the applicant signature, and made note that the 
signatures for the department approvals appeared to be signed by one person. 
 
Mr. Bonney stated he emailed the applicant signature page, signed, to Traci Scott in the City 
Clerk office. 
 
Councilmember Wood made a note to reflect that the applicant submitted a signature to the 
Clerk’s office, and that the documents were signed off by Police, Fire Marshall, Treasurer and 
City Attorney office. 
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MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR THE 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY BY LANSING LUGNUTS/ROGER BONNEY AT COOLEY LAW 
SCHOOL STADIUM AT 505 E MICHIGAN AVENUE ON VARIOUS DATES.  MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Adjourned at 5:17 p.m. 
Submitted by, 
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary  
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on___________________. 
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April 20, 2014

President and Members of the Lansing City Council
10th Floor, City Hall
Lansing, MI 48933

Dear Councilmembers:

The attached application has been submitted to the City Clerk’s Office, and is being 
forwarded for your consideration and appropriate action:

Sincerely,

Chris Swope, CMC
Lansing City Clerk

Chris Swope
Lansing City Clerk

Lansing City Clerk’s Office







BY THE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL SERVICES
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING

WHEREAS, the Lansing City Clerk’s Office has received an application from American 
Fifth Spirits Co. for local approval of a Small Distillers license; and

WHEREAS, the required City Departments have approved the application; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on General Services met on ____, 2014 to review the 
request with affirmative action taken;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Lansing City Council, hereby, approves 
the request from American Fifth Spirits Co. for local approval of a Small Distillers 
license; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Clerk is requested to notify the Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission of the action taken.

[21943:6:20140420:092608] 











































The Arts Council of Greater Lansing has been invited to work with representatives to establish a draft Public Art 
Policy for the City of Lansing. Please find below the proposed vision, goals and objectives for the Lansing Arts 
Commission, which would enact and support public art policy. Please find attached three scenarios outlining 
potential process and approval for public art. 
 
Proposed Vision 
The Lansing Arts Commission champions art and design in the public realm as integral and vital to the life of our 
city. 
 
Goals 
The principal goal of the Lansing Arts Commission is to enhance the public realm by fostering the presence of 
art in public places and by encouraging excellence in urban design. 
 
Artists and designers have historically contributed to the character of cities, creating a source of community 
pride and inviting participation from visitors and residents alike through public spaces, buildings and artworks.  
 
As the capital city of Michigan, Lansing has many examples of public art that include important and meaningful 
contributions by artists and designers. Lansing neighborhoods, such as Old Town and REO Town showcase 
public artwork in a variety of locations and formats. 
 
Artists and creative entrepreneurs are essential to economic growth and an important demographic to cultivate 
as noted within the region’s Cultural Economic Development Plan.  
 
The Commission aims to further the role of art and design in the public realm — 

 By allocating 1% of funds from capital improvement projects funded wholly or partly by the city to fund 
public art projects. 

 By fostering the placement of permanent and temporary works of art in public parks and buildings and in 
the public right of way. 

 By promoting and supporting the work of local and national artists. 
 By cultivating audiences for public art. 
 By fostering sponsorship and stewardship for public art. 
 By seeking opportunities to include artworks in City improvement projects. 
 By identifying and encouraging artists to be part of project design teams. 
 By empowering Lansing’s residents to work with artists and designers to help shape their 

neighborhoods by developing public art projects. 
 By increasing public awareness of existing public artworks. By promoting educational programs about 

the contribution of public artworks to the quality of life in our city for citizens of all ages. 
 By leveraging Lansing Arts Commission’s resources with other sources of support. 

 
Ojectives for the inaugural two years are — 
To create and adopt the organizational structure for the commission within the first year to include: 

 A Mission Statement with Goals & Objectives; Bylaws for the Commission; 
 Application and Approval process to be used by the Commission in making its determinations; and 

Code modifications and policies for approval of acquisitions, removal or change of location of existing 
work, and renovation or conservation of existing works. 

 To work cooperatively with City Departments, State Agencies, neighborhood commissions and nonprofit 
organizations in meeting the goals of the Commission. 

 To acquaint the public and those who wish to place art on City property or the right of way with the role 
and responsibilities of the Commission, and to communicate clearly the process and procedures for 
reviews of the Commission. 

 To submit an annual written report summarizing the Commission’s activities to the Administration and 
City Council. 

 To become acquainted with and learn from established, successful public art agencies in the U.S. and 
abroad. 
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